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Letter from the Chair

Many UGSG members have been involved in planning scssions for the Toronto
mecetings. The AAG Program Committee sct a new challenge for the specialty groups
this year by requesting scssions that cxplicitly reflect the two themes that have been
identificd for the Toronto mectings: Sharing the North Amecrican Continent and Sharing
the Global Village. In an cffort to provide focus for our annual mecting, cach of these
will provide the theme for a morning plenary session, to be followed by specialty group
scssions rclated to the day’s theme. David Ley and Neil Smith have been heading up the
UGSG program planning and, as is cvident from their report in this newsletter, have
succeeded quite nicely in mecting the AAG’s challenge. A full listing of sessions will
appear in the I'cbruary ncwsletter.

Plcase Ict me know of any specialty group issucs or concerns you would like me to raise
at the Specialty Group Chairs’ mecting in Toronto; typically a number of good idcas
come out of that mecting for consideration by AAG Council. For example, the notion
of a Spccialty Group newsletter exchange (described below) had its origin at a Specialty
Group Chairs’ mccting.

Finally, remember that the next issuc of this newsletter is scheduled to go to press mid-
I'ebruary: get those hot news items to Paul Knox so that the next issue can be as lively
and informative as this onc.

Susan Hanson

Urban
Award

Geography  Dissertation

The Urban Geography Spccialty Group
of the Association of Amecrican
Geographers announces its Lighth An-
nual Dissertation Competition for recent
doctoral disscrtations in  urban ge-
ography. Disscrtations addressing any
aspect of urban geography and submitted
for a decgrce awarded during the 1989
calendar ycar arc cligible. Previous win-
ning dissertations have cxamined such
topics as service-manufacturing linkages
and innovations in urban firms; privatc
planning for cconomic devclopment; the

spatial structure of local labor markets;
the casual poor in Third World Citics;
and familv and class in a new industrial
city.

It is anticipated that individuals submit-
ting disscrtations will bc presenting a
paper at the Annual Meccting of the
AAG. The winner will be announced at
thc AAG mecting in Toronto, where
she/he will receive a sclection of books
courtesy of John Wiley & Sons. The
disscrtation review comrmittee is com-
posed of John Mercer (University of
Victoria) chair; Susan Christopherson
(Corncell); Meric Gertler (University of



Toronto); Sallic Marston (University of
Arizona).

To enter the competition please send one
copy of your disscrtation and a disscrta-
tion abstract to: Professor John Mercer,
Department of Geography, University of
Victoria, P.O. Box 1700, Victoria, B.C.
V8W 2Y2, Canada.

Entries must be received by December 15,
1989.

1988 award-winning dissertations:

Private Planning for Economic Develop-
ment: Local Business Coalitions in
Columbus, Ohio: 1858-1986, by Andrew
Mair, The Ohio State University, 1988.
Professor Kevin R. Cox, Advisor

The object of this disscrtation is to cx-
plain thc processes involved in the for-
mation of local capitalist classcs.
Rescarch on ‘community power struc-
tures’ has rcvealed the existence of pow-
erful  local business  clites, but
cxplanation in terms of local cconomic
intcrests has been insufliciently dcvel-
oped.  Institutionalized local business
coalitions, such as chambers of com-
merce, arc an important medium of local
capitalist class formation. When the cx-
ternal linkages of a business firm arc
constrained to a certain locality and the
firm is relatively immobile, the firm is lo-
cally dependent, and is rcliant upon the
growth and stability of a local economy.
This 1s a problem, since the wider poli-
tical economy is unstable. Onc strategy
for coping with local dependence is to
participate in a local busincss coalition.

Casc studies of the formation process of
thrcc local business coalitions in
Columbus, Ohio, since 1858 revcal the
role of the local dependence of partic-
ipant firms and thcir concern with local
economic growth. Thesc coalitions were
active in attracting ncw business to
Columbus and in cxpanding local
infrastructurc provision.

Two conflicts within local business co-
alitions rcveal how contradictory inter-
ests can thwart local capitalist class
formation. A short struggle over financ-

ing a dam involved the question of local
control over the Columbus ecconomy. A
sixty year struggle over an industrial ex-
pansion strategy pitted smaller firms that
supported the policy against large [irms
that resisted industrial branch plants.

I'our collective business projects to rede-
velop the central business district reveal
various coalition formation processcs, as
well as all manner of conflicts among
firms. lcadquarters firms dominated lo-
cal capitalist class formation around rc-
development stratcgics. A
micro-geographic politics prevented col-
lective action on a number of occasions.
Planning the development of the whole
central business district is even more dif-
ficult than undertaking large con-
struction projects.

The local dependence of firms cxplains
their interest in local cconomic develop-
ment.  Tlowever, local capitalist class
formation in pursuit of development is
contingent upon organizational rclation-
ships among firms, actions of other local
actors, and instabilitics in the wider poli-
tical cconomy. T[‘urther work is nceded
on how thesc contingencies are struc-
tured and interact with local dependence
to produce specific forms of local capi-
talist class formation.

Service to Manufacturing Linkage and
Innovation Ammong Small to Medium Sized
Firms:  Empirical Evidence from Metro-
politan  Toronte by Alan MacPherson,
University of Toronto, 1988. Profcssor
John Britton, Advisor

This dissertation cxamines the tcechno-
logical and growth-generating cffects of
service-to-manufacturing  linkages  in
Mectropolitan Toronto. Particular atten-
tion is given to the technical
complementaritics which exist betwcen
small industrial (irms and spccialist units
in the service scctor. It is argued that
knowledge-intensive  inputs  from  the
producer scrvices play a fundamental
rolc in local industrial innovation. Iim-
pirical cvidence from a sample of small
manufacturers is used to illustrate the
scale, naturc and cffects of current link-
age arrangements. Data from the samplc
indicate that manufacturing firms with



Iess than 200 cmployees deliver regular
strcams of income to local scrvice estab-
lishments.

The disscrtation begins with an asscss-
ment of the job-generating potential of
small manufacturing f{irms in Canada.
Industrial innovation is identificd as an
urgent priority for these firms, especially
in light of current trade imbalances in
manufactured products. An cxplanation
of the role of high-order services in cco-
nomic devclopment and technological
change precedes the detailed empirical
investigations of local linkage networks.
A sampling procedure for analyzing the
organizational and performance charac-
teristics of Toronto’s small manufactur-
ing frms is  described. Five
goods-producing industrics arc singled
out for dectailed cxamination, rcpresent-
ing a broad technological gradicnt based
on occupational criteria. Questionnairc
responses from a stratified sample of
over 100 small firms arc analyzed and
discussed. [vidence from the survey in-
dicates that producer scrvice linkages arc
positively associated with small {irm in-
novation and cxport-involvement. Pro-
gressive {irms with forecign customers
exhibit strong backward links to consult-
ants in the service sector. An especially
important f{inding is that frequency and
ncw product development is directly as-
sociated with scrvice linkages for both
cxporting and non-cxporting {irms.

Empirical material from a serics of firm-
specific case-cxamples is then synthesized
with some of the recent theorctical per-
spectives on industrial organization and
change. Spccialized scervice subcontract-
ing 1s described in terms of sclective ver-
tical disintcgration within manufacturing.
Here, it is suggested that cxternal con-
sultants supply key technical inputs morce
cfficiently than individual small cnter-
prises that have undergone divisions of
labour. The dissertation concludes by
outlining somec of the main organiza-
tional featurcs of thc new urban ccon-
omy. These most notably include the
risc of the small business scctor, the
growth of spccialist units in the producer
scrvices and the increased centrality of
technical knowledge in urban and re-
gional dcvelopment.

Review

James W, T'onscca, Urban Rank-Size Hi-
erarchy: A Mathematical Interpretation,
Monograph No. 8§, Institute of Math-
ematical  Geography, Ann  Arbor,
Michigan, 1989, 86pp.

For many vears now urban geographers
have been fascinated by the naturc of
city size distributions.  Indeed, the plot-
ting of such distributions has been scen
as a nccessary preliminary to the detailed
description of urban systems. Morc of-
ten than not, however, this kind of re-
scarch has degencrated into a rather
sterilc  cmpirical  cxercise, involving
goodness-of-fit tests and cstimating the
cxponent in the ubiquitous rank-size dis-
tribution.

Within this context, FFonseca's
monograph is a plcasant surprise, as it
outlines a novel approach to the charac-
terization of city size distributions.  In
particular, the author contends that data
which approximate a rank-size distrib-
ution can also be described by the curve
ol an cquiangular spiral. This contention
is first demonstrated cmpirically, using
urbanized arca data for the United
States, and then some of the mathemat-
ical implications arc cxplored.  The
notion of I'ibonacct numbers is central
to the argument, as an cquiangular spiral
represents the mathematical plot of a
particular I'ibonacci scquence. In addi-
tion, the author offers the physical anal-
ogy of a conical shell to suggest how a
continuous distribution, such as that cx-
hibited by a rank-size rclationship, can
simultancously be considered a hicrar-
chical distribution, as gencrated by
scttlements in a central place system.
Throughout the discussion individual
idcas arc subjected to rigorous cmpirical
analysis, and the author concludes by
suggesting a number of directions for fu-
turc rescarch.

In sum, this monograph provides a thor-
ough overview of our currcnt knowledge
concerning city size distributions, and
presents an alternative mathematical in-
terpretation of those distributions. My



major rescrvation with respect to this
genre of rescarch is that the mathemat-
ical and statistical cxploration of city size
distributions appcars to have contributed
remarkably little to our understanding of
the underlying processcs responsible for
urban growth, dccline, and overall sys-
tem cvolution.

Martin Cadwallader
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Call for Papers

The seventh International Making Citics
Livable Confcrence will take place in
Carmecl, CA, March 13-17, 1990.
100-word abstracts should be sent as soon
as possible to Suzannc [I. Crowhurst
Lennard, IMCIL Conference, P.O. Box
7586, Carmel, California 93921.

Urbanization of the Suburbs
Volume 10 Number 4 of Urban Ge-
ography is a spccial issuc on the
urbanization of thc suburbs, cdited by
Patricia Gober.

AAG Specialty Groups

At its August mecting the AAG Council
considered a request, brought forward by
the spccialty group chairs, that AAG
members be allowed to belong to more
than three specialty groups. After con-
siderable debate, Council decided against
the proposal, but suggested that one way
of cnabling members to keep current
with the activitics of more than threc
specialty groups would be to sct up a
formal ncwsletter exchange at the annual
mcctings.  There will be, therefore, in
Toronto a placc in the cxhibit hall for
specialty groups to make their newslet-
ters available to anyonc who wants to
purchasc them for a small fce.

IGC 1992

UGSG members are encouraged to sub-
mit papers for the special IGC publica-
tion Geographical Snapshots of North

America. Details of the publication are
given in the October 1989 issue of the
AAG Newsletter.  Turther details can be
obtained (rom Donald G. Janclle, De-
partment of Geography, University of
Western Ontario, Social Science Centre,
London, Canada N6A 5C2. The closing
date for submissions is March 31, 1991.

Urban Affairs Association Meetings
UGSG  members unable to  get to
Toronto may be interested to know that
the Urban Aflairs Association’s annual
mecting will be held in Charlotte, North
Carolina, April 18-21, 1990. Thc theme
of the conference will be “Urban
Amecrica—the decade ahcad”. Details of
the conference can be obtained from
Raymond Burby, Center for Urban and
Regional Studies (CB3410), University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapecl
Hill, North Carolina 27599-3410. (919)
962-3074.

ANU Urban Research Unit Publi-

cations

The Urban rescarch  Unit  of the
Australian National University has a sc-
rics of Working Papcrs and a rcgular
newsletter. Details from Shelley
Schreiner, Urban Rescarch Unit, Re-
scarch  School of Social  Sciences,
Australian  National University, GIPPO
Box 4, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia.

Reminder
Copy deadlines for the newsletter arc:

Vol 11, No.l:  T‘cbruary 15 1990
Vol 11, No.2: Junc 15 1990

Vol 11, No.3:  October 15 1990
Vol 12, No.l:  T'ebruary 15 1990

You can rcach mec through BITNET at
KNOX@VTVM2 or by writing to me:
Urban Aflairs & Planning, VPI&SU,
Blacksburg, VA 24061-0113.

Paul Knox



Toronto Annual Meeting April 19-22 1989

For the Toronto mcetings, the UGSG has organized and sponsored a slate of sessions:

1.

Value and Change in the Built Environment
Organizer & Chair: Robert A. Beaurcgard
Paper Presenters:

Hclga Leitner

Robert A. Beaurcgard

Anna Haila
Discussant: Neil Smith

Southern California: _Urban and Regional Development Processes

Organizer: Allen J. Scott
Paper Presenters:
D. Hess
J. M. De Vet
B. Pitman
R. Law and J. Wolch
R. Kecil

The Urban "Underclass” Statistical Approaches
Organizer: Eric Sheppard
Paper Presenters:

Richard Greene

Steven Holloway

Thomas Cooke

John Ficser

The Urban "Underclasss Forum (Co-sponsored with Socialist Specialty Group)

Pancl Organizers:
Eric Sheppard
John Mercer

Housing, Class, Gender (Co-sponsored with Geographical Perspectives on Womenj

Organizer: Neil Smith
Chair and Discussant: Joanna Regulska
Paper Presenters:

Laura Smethhurst

Myrna Breitbart

L.awrence Knopp

Urban Geography: North American Themes
Chair: Briavel Holcomb
Paper Presenters:

Michacl Romanos

Paul Caris

Evelyne Peters

Cleveland’s Civic Vision 2000 Plan: Planning for the 'uture
Organizer: Harry Margulis
Paper Presenters:

Hunter Morrison

Robert N. Brown

Linda S. Henrichsen

Frank Pictravoia

Joscph D. Roman

Author Mects Critics:  Ed Soja’s ‘Postmodern Geographies

" (Co-sponsored by Socialist Specialty

Group)
Organizer and Chair: Ncil Smith
Paper Presenters:

Derek Gregory

Andrew Kirhy

Liz Bondi

Michael Watts

Ed Soja

Docklands and Notting Hill: Two Londons
Chair: Liz Bondi




Paper Presenters:
Adrian Smith
Darrel Crilley
John Western

10.  Special Plenary Session:
Organizer and Chair: Neil Smith
Rosalyn Deutsche. "Our Differences: A Postmodern Response to FHarvey and Soja.”
{Co-sponsorcd by Socialist and Political Specialty Groups, and Geographical Perspeclives on Women).

Rosalyn Deutsche is an art historian and critic who teaches at the Cooper Union in New York City.
She has written extensively about art and urban issues and is on the cditorial board of the journal Oc-
tober.

1t. Urban Canada: Rccent Trends and Policy Issucs
Organizers: David lLey and Larry Bournc
Chair: David lLey
Participants: Deryck IToldsworth
Danavis Rosc and Paul Villencuve
Michacl Broadway
John Miron

Nominations for the UGSG Board—REVISED

The final slate is as follows (ballot in T'cbruary newsletter):
Chair Neit Smith (Rutgers)

Vice-Chair John Paul Jones TH (University of Kentucky)
Eric Sheppard (University of Ninnesota)

SecretaryiTreasurer Briavel Holcomb (Rutgers)
Harry 1.. Margulis (Cleveland State University)

Student Board Members Kris Monzel (Syracuse University)
Melissa Gilbert (Clark University)

Board Members Nancy Pttiinger (Ohio State University)
Dianc Whaltey (North Texas State University)
Tom Kontuly (University of Utah)
Kim England (Miami University of Ohio)
Kavita Pandit (University of Georgia)
Kevin McHugh (Arizona State University)

Recent books on urban geography (compiled by Peter Muller)

African Cities in Crisis: Managing Rapid Urban Growrh. Richard 1o, Stren and Rodney R. White, Editors.
Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1989.

America Becomes Urban:  The Development of U.S. Cities and Towns, 1780-1980. Lric 1. Monkkencen.
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988.

America’s New Market Geography: Nation, Region and Mcirapolis, George Sternlich and James W. Hughes,
Editors. NB: Rutgers University, Center for Urban Policy Rescarch, 1988.

Borderland: Origins of the American Suburb, 1920-1939. John R. Stilgoe. New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1988.

Building Chicago: Suburban Developers and the Creation of a Divided Metropolis. Ann Durkin Keating.
Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1988.

The Clustering of America: A Vivid Portrait of the Nation's 40 Neighborhood Types--From Urban Gold Coast
to Hard Scrabble. Michacl J. Wciss. New York: Harper and Row, 1988,

Economic Restructuring and Political Response. Robert A. Beauregard, Fditor. Newbury Park, California:
Sage Publications, urban AfTairs Annual Review No. 34, 1989,

Federal Commission Reports Pertaining to National Goals, Resources and Fnvironment, Population, Settle-
ment and Residential Jssues: A Bibliography 1950-1987, Public Administration Serics, P2522,
Monticello, 11.: Vance Bibliographies.
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From Many Strands: Ithnic and Racial Groups in Contemporary America. Stanley Licberson and Mary
C. Waters. New York: Russcll Sage Editor, 1988.

Gentrification and Distressed Cities:  An Assessment of Trends in Intrametropolitan Migration. Kathryn P.
Nelson. Madison, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 1988.

Growing the Next Silicon Valley: A Guide for Successful Regional Planning. Roger Miller and Marcel Cote.
Lexington, Mass: D.C. Ilecath, 1987.

Hispanic Lands and Peoples: Selected Writings of James J. Parsons. William M. Dencvan, ed. Boulder,
Colorado: Westview Press, Dellplain Latin American Studies, No. 23, 1989.

Human Territorial Functioning: An Empirical, 'volutionary Perspective on Individual and Small Group
Territorial Cognitions, Behaviors, and Consequences. Ralph B. Tavlor. New York: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1988.

La Capital: The Biography of Mexico City. Jonathan Kandcll. New York: Random [House, 1988.

Land: The Central Human Settlement Issue. . Peter Oberlander. Vancouver:  University of British
Columbia Press, 1988.

Land Use Planning and the Mediation of Urban Change: The British Planning Svystem in Practice. Patsy
Healey et al. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988,

Location Strategies for Retail and Service Firms. Avijit Ghosh and Sara .. MclLaflerty. Lexington, Mass.:
D.C. Heath, 1987.

Metropolis: From the Division of Labor to Urban Form. Allen J. Scolt. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1988.

Migration and Residential Mobility in the United States. Larry Long. New York: Russell Sage Foundation,
1988.

The Mobility of Labor and Capital: A Study in International Investiment and Labor low. Saskia Sassen.
New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988.

Nation Into State: The Shifting Symbolic Foundations of American Nationalism. Wilbur Zelinsky. Chapel
Hill:  University of North Carolina Press, 1988.

Planning Local Fconomic Development: Theory and Practice.  Vdward J. Blakely. Newbury Park,
California: Sage Publications, Sage Library of Social Research, No. 168, 1989,

Policies and Plans for Rural People:  An International Perspective. Paul J. Cole, c¢d. Winchester, Mass.:
Unwin Hyman, 1988.

The Politics of Capital Investments: The Case of Philadelphia. Carolyn Teich Adams. Albany, New York:
State University of New York Press, 1988.

The Population of Furopean Cities: Data Bank and a Short Summary of Results, 800-1850. Paul Bairoch
ct al. Geneva: Libraivic Droz. 1988.

Regional and Meiropolitan Growth and Decline in the United Siates. William H. Frey and Alden Speare,
Jr. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1988.

The Rise of the Community Builders: The Amerian Real Estate Industry and Urban Land Planning. Marc
A. Weiss. New York: Columbia University Press, 1987,

Social and Lconomic Development: An Introduction. Tony Barnett. New York: Guilford Press, 1989.

The Third World: States of Mind and Being. Jim Norwine and Alfonzo Gonzalez, cds. Winchester, Mass.:
Unwin Hyman, 1988.

Transport in Victorian Britain.  Michael J. I'reeman and Derek 11 Aldcrofl, Fditors. Manchester:
Manchester University Press, 1988,

Urban Historical Geography: Recent Progress in Britain and Germany. Dietrich Denccke and Gareth Shaw,
Editors. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988.

Urbanization and Urban Policies in Pacific Asia. Roland J. Puchs ¢t al, eds. Boulder, Colorado: Westview
Press, 1988.
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